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Dear student/parent,

As I am sure you are aware, you have 4 important choices to make next year, which
could potentially have an impact on career options you have available to you in the
future. The future is uncertain and most of you will not be able to picture yourself as
a working adult in a career you enjoy - this is normal; however, choosing the right
combination of subjects could set the foundations for access to further education or a
career that you will excel in and enjoy. This booklet aims to give you as much relevant
information concerning the subjects available to you and where these might lead. I
am excited to be working with you in the coming months.

Best wishes

Mr O Woolley

A letter from the
Assistant Head
Teacher
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This Booklet, GCSEs and Beyond
Entry to university is based on both A levels and Level 2 Qualifications (e.g. GCSEs), so before
making your final choice it is worth checking if there are any special requirements for an A levels
that you might be interested in.

Details of all the subjects and the levels at which you will be studying them are contained in this
booklet. GCSEs will be a significant educational qualification for you that can help determine your
future career pathway, so it is important that you know exactly what is involved and what you have
to do to be successful. So make sure you find out as much as possible before finalising any choices.

Read this booklet - details of all the subjects and the levels at which you will be studying them
are contained in this booklet.
Talk to your subject teachers.
Attend the Y8 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 29th January, 2025 from 6.00pm.
If anything is unclear, ask your tutor.
Keep your parent/carer informed.
If you still have an issue with any part of the process, come and see Mr Woolley.

When you have made your final choices, complete the GCSE Options Google form, no later than
Friday 14th February 2025. More information will be sent about how to complete this nearer the
time.

Students should aim to make selections for GCSEs which will support progression to our Sixth Form
and for life beyond education. Students should look ahead at what courses and qualifications they
may need for each level beyond Year 11 to ensure their choices allow them to progress as they
hope. The range of pathways from Year 9 to higher education or employment post-18 is illustrated
below.

The sooner students begin thinking about their long-term ambitions, the easier they will find
making their GCSE choices. Students unsure of their long-term plans should select a range of
courses offering breadth and balance.

Entry requirements into our Sixth Form is the equivalent of 5 GCSE qualifications grade 9 - 5
including English and Maths, with certain subjects having specific criteria. More information can be
found on the school website.

Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 Life, 18+

GCSEs or
other

Further education
Higher education
Apprenticeship
post 18
Employment

Employment with
training

GCSE / A-Level

Foundation
Learning

Apprenticeship

Employment with
Training

OPTIONS
16+

OPTIONS
18+
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English Language German

English Literature French

Maths Spanish

Chemistry Geography

Physics History

Biology Computer Science

What GCSE subjects do I need for particular
courses at University?

If you are thinking of applying to University you will need to have a GCSE pass in English and Maths
(at grade 4 + or higher).

The Russell Group universities (the top 24 in the UK) prefer you to take facilitating subjects - these
are subjects that will help you to gain entry to the top universities and onto competitive courses.

Facilitating subjects are:

What is the English Baccalaureate (E-Bacc)?
The E-Bacc is not a qualification in itself but the Government hopes that more pupils will be offered
the chance to take a broad core of more traditional academic options. The Government have also
argued that many of these subjects will carry more weight for entry into higher education. Higher
Education universities do prefer facilitating subjects but the E-Bacc is not an entry requirement.

The E-Bacc is designed to encourage students to choose the six subjects within the E-Bacc which are
English, Maths, Science (Biology, Chemsitry, Physics or Computer Science), a language (French,
Spanish or German) and a humanities subject (History or Geography). To achieve the full
baccalaureate a humanity and languae would need to be selected alongside the core curriculum.
Students need to secure a grade 5 or above in all subjects at GCSE level across a core of five
academic subjects listed above to achieve the E-Bacc. Students on Pathway One are required to
select subjects that would enable them to fulfil the E-Bacc requirements.
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The GCSE Grading System
GCSEs have a grade system from 9 to 1 as highlighted below.

U 

New Grade 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

Old Grade 

A* 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

U 

1 

Grade 9 is beyond an A*
Grade 5 is a STRONG Pass

Grade 4 is a STANDARD Pass
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There are also specific subjects that you need if you
want to apply for the following courses that lead to

particular types of careers:
Architecture

Art and Design

Business and Management

Chemical Engineering

Criminology

Design

Drama

Economics

Engingeering

English

Forensic Science

Geography

History

Law

Maths

Medicine

Modern Languages

Pharmacology/Physiology

Theology

Politics

Psychology

Sociology

Veterinary Science

Maths and Physics (Art is also desirable)

Fine Art and/or Photography

Business or Economics or Maths

Chemsitry, Physics and Maths

Psychology or humanities subjects like History, Law or English

Product Design or Art or Photography

Drama, English Literature or Language

Maths or Economics

Maths and Physics

English Literature or Language and two other literary subjects

Chemistry or Biology

Geography

History plus two other literary or art based subjects

A wide range of literary or art subjects e.g. History, Law, English

Maths, Further Maths and/or Physics

Chemistry, Biology and Maths or Physics

French or Spanish or another Language

Chemistry and Biology

Philosophy and Ethics or other literary subjects

Politics, History and possibly a Language

Psychology and other art or literary based subjects

A range of art and science subjects

Chemistry, Biology, Maths or Physics
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Year 9
Core Subjects

All students will study GCSE courses in
the following core subjects:

English
Maths
Science

All students will also follow a non
examination course in core P.E and

will study PSHE throughout the formal
curriculum.

Useful links:
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English
English
G.C.S.E

All students will be entered for two GCSEs in English:
GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature
with AQA.

Students will draw upon a range of texts as well as
real and relevant contexts. Students
will have opportunities to develop higher-order
reading and critical thinking skills that encourage
genuine enquiry into different topics and themes.
This specification will ensure that students can read 

Assessment by Terminal Examination:

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
1 hour 45 minutes

GCSE English Language

Students will develop skills of literal and inferential comprehension, critical reading, evaluation of a
writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features and text comparison. In their
written responses, students will produce clear and coherent texts and write effectively about
literature for a range of purposes. They will use Standard English, including accurate spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

Assessment by Terminal Examination:

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry
2 hour 15 minutes

GCSE English Literature

fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to demonstrate a confident control of
Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences, deploying figurative language and
analysing texts.
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Topic
Approx. Weighting -

Foundation Tier
Approx. Weighting -

Higher Tier

Number 25% 15%

Algebra 20% 30%

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change 25% 20%

Geometry and Measures 15% 20%

Statistics and Probability 15% 15%

Maths
The course will cover topics from Number,
Algebra, Geometry and Measures, Statistics,
Probability, Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change as
laid down in the National Curriculum, and will be
appropriate for the grades of each tier. There is no
coursework for GCSE Mathematics.

The exam board is Edexcel.

The GCSE for Mathematics begins in Year 9 to
allow time to stretch and challenge students of all
abilities.

Foundation
(Grades 1 - 5)

Paper 1
Non-calculator

1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks (33.3%

weighting)

Paper 2
Calculator

1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks (33.3%

weighting)

Paper 3
Calculator

1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks (33.3%

weighting)

Higher
(Grades 4 - 9)

Paper 1
Non-calculator

1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks (33.3%

weighting)

Paper 2
Calculator

1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks (33.3%

weighting)

Paper 3
Calculator

1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks (33.3%

weighting)

Maths
G.C.S.E

This table outlines the percentages of topics covered:
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Science
All students will study the triple science
pathway. This will result in students achieving
3 GCSEs; one in Biology, one in Chemistry,
and one in Physics.

The board we use is AQA and the examination part of each GCSE
accounts for 100% of the total marks.

Numeracy and ability to deal with statistics
Good control of language and spelling
Good command of scientific and technical vocabulary
A precise and informative writing style
Familiarity with SI units and use of scientific symbols
Ability to interpret and produce charts and graphs

What is involved in
taking GCSE Science?

Science is a method, process, procedure, and system used to study the physical world. If you can
see, feels, hear, taste, smell or measure something, Science will investigate. Scientists ask questions
about how the world works then gather data to answer the question. Studying Science develops
young minds to make informed decisions in the real world. Studying Science at further education
opens a number of doors into modern careers in industry, education, medicine, research, military...
the list is endless.

How will this help me prepare for my future?

How is the course
structured and what exam
board do we use?

What skills do I need to be successful in the
subject?

Science
G.C.S.E
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Year 9
Option Subjects

Pathway One students are required to study subjects that will enable them to
achieve the E-Bacc. Students on Pathway One must select:

One language (German, French, Spanish, Latin)
One humanity (Geography, History)
Two ‘free choice’ subjects from the remaining available

Students have been allocated one of three pathways based on their
prior attainment.

Pathway One

Pathway Two students are required to select at least one of the following subjects
and may choose any remaining subjects for the other three:

Computer Science
German, French, Spanish, Latin
Geography, History

Pathway Two

Pathway Three students need to select at least two subjects that are assessed
through coursework, and may choose any other two subjects. Coursework
subjects are:

Art
Hospitality & Catering
Music
Resistant Materials - DT
Media
Travel & Tourism

Pathway Three

Drama
PE
Food Preparation & Nutrition
IT Cambridge National
Textiles - DT
Photography

Useful links:
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Students cannot take Resistant Materials (DT) and Textiles (DT).
Students cannot take Hospitality & Catering and Food Preparation & Nutrition.










































