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What a week it has been - not only does it feel like it has flown by at the speed of light but it has been
absolutely jam-packed with fantastic learning, a whole host of trips, visits and Christmas celebrations
and also Year 11’s Practical mock exams which ended on Wednesday. Well done to all of the students
who took part in these vital exams for maintaining concentration and focus during such a busy time
around the school.
As well as the sorts of Christmas-related activities you might expect, this week Year 7 students enjoyed a
live streamed Christmas concert from our partner school in Germany, Gymnasium Verl in Bielefeld who
welcomed us, virtually, into their school hall for a fantastically festive concert from their school band
which we all thoroughly enjoyed. Not to be outdone, our students performed a beautiful version of
Stille Nacht, in German of course! Whilst we have all endured so much during the pandemic, there have
also been some great gains, and more confident use of technology to allow for this sort of
relationship-building.

Dates for your Diary
Spring Term 2022

This year, our Christmas has focussed on giving back and it has been truly wonderful to see how our
students have risen to the challenge and made such a difference to so many people in our local
community with their endeavours. The Year 7 and 8 tutor groups were tasked with designing, creating
and filling Christmas Care Hampers which were completed and judged this week by one of our
Governors. Congratulations to the winners who were announced as 7B & 8M - Best Presented and 7N
&8L - Best Filled. The amazingly creative hampers were delivered by representatives from the winning
tutor groups to 3 of our most local care homes, Greys, Snowdon and Kingsleigh Residential Care Homes.
One resident told out students that ’It was wonderful to know that people care, this has made my
Christmas!’

04/01/22

Start of Term

18/01/22

Year 8 GCSE Taster Day

19/01/22

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

26/01/22

Year 8 Preferences Evening

09/02/22

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

11/02/22

INSET Day

The theme of giving continued as representatives from our Student Leadership Team delivered
donations of children’s toys and books to the Shooting Star Children’s Hospices donation hub on
Thursday and will be returning in January with a cheque for the fundraising that has taken place for
them this term which is in excess of £500, raised through our Christmas Jumper Day and Year 11’s
Charity Candy Cane sale.

14/02/22 -

18/02/22

02/03/22

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

01/04/22

End of Term - 1.00pm

19/04/22

Start of Summer Term

It hasn’t all been about giving, there have also been some fantastic rewards, both through experiences
and visits, and also in our End of Term Celebration Assemblies today. Year 9 students enjoyed a cinema
experience in school complete with treats on Monday and on Wednesday 60 students from Year 7 and 8
enjoyed a visit to the New Victoria Theatre in Woking to watch this year’s pantomime, Snow White they had a fantastic time and came back to school full of song! (Oh no they didn’t. Oh yes they did!). A
group of Year 11 students travelled up to London’s West End on Thursday evening to watch The play
That Goes Wrong as well a spot of Christmas sightseeing and lights galore! Year 10’s reward trip has
been delayed until January, but we know that they will enjoy it all the more when it happens!

Half Term

It seems we haven’t been the only ones thinking about giving back this Christmas, and we were
surprised to receive some lovely gift boxes from the Outreach Team at Surrey University for our Free
School Meals students. The boxes included age-appropriate activities for the Christmas holidays as well
as a supermarket gift voucher and we know that these will be very gratefully received by the recipients.
Our newly re-formed PTA have shared a festive message with you all on their PTA page on our website please click here to read it. Also a reminder from them that their next meeting is on Thursday 13th
January 2022 and all are welcome.
We are recruiting for a Premises Assistant to join our team - you can read more about the vacancy on
our website here. We would be really grateful if you could share this with any local friends or family who
might be looking for a new role for the new year.
Can you help us? We still need more volunteers to help us roll out the required in-school mass-testing of
students on our return in January. At present, we have only a few volunteers who have come forward,
and without more support it will mean that testing will impact on our first week of learning as it will take
much longer to complete all of the tests. If you can spare some time in the first few days of term,
however short, please do get in touch with Mrs Wright by email to medical@hoevalleyschool.org.
Today we say goodbye to several staff members as they move on to pastures new in the Spring Term Miss Burns, Miss Parker, Mr Pilgrim, Mr Stacey and Mr Brown. We wish them all well for the future. We
will be welcoming some new members of staff to our team in January and will introduce them all to you
in the first newsletter of the new term.
With my very best wishes for a happy Christmas-time.
Mrs Davies

Year 11 Charity Candy Cane Sale on Tuesday
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Follow us on Twitter for all the latest school news and photos @HoeValleySchool

