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The return to school from the half term break has seen a big change in our catering operations and our
students and staff are delighted! We have brought our catering provision in-house and are no longer
using an external company for our meals service. Chef Paul and his team worked hard over the break to
get everything ready and the food offering has been fantastic this week! We have seen a big increase in
the number of students (and staff!) enjoying delicious, freshly prepared food and Fish and Chip Friday
today was outstanding with freshly battered fish served to rival any local fish and chip shop! The new
3 week rolling menu and pricing structure is available on our website here. We still have a vacancy for a
part-time catering assistant to join our team and you can read more about the role here, it is ideal for
someone looking for only a few hours a day, term-time only.
Yesterday our 11 Year 8 students who have been taking part in the Scholars Programme all graduated at
the University of Southampton. The students had received 6 tutorial sessions from their university PhD
Mentor in Laser Physics during the Autumn term and they were then tasked with completing 1500 word
essays in the application of this technology to the diagnosis of muscular injuries in athletes. The
standard of the essays was exceptional and way beyond that expected of Year 8 students. Their
graduation ceremony at the University of Southampton, part of the Russell Group of Universities,
included a Q&A session and tour with students at the University. Our students really did Hoe Valley
School proud! Well done to Jess B-S, Meila C, Tommy C, Sean F, Laura G, Poppy G, Harmonie L, Sneha N,
Sienna V, Amelia R and Chloe Y-B.
This week has seen changes to Covid-19 laws across England, and the rules previously in place regarding
isolation etc have been replaced with government issued guidance which continues to advise positive
cases to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at least 5 full days. You can read the full
guidance on the government website here. In light of these changes we would reassure you that we
continue to ensure the school is well ventilated and are encouraging good hand hygiene.
A reminder about the fantastic opportunity available from our Maths Department who are offering an
adults’ only Maths course starting in early March with free online maths tuition for adults which will
result in a Level 1 or Level 2 qualification. You can find full details of this community initiative on page 3
of today’s newsletter - please email in to register by Monday.
As you will know from our previous newsletter, our PTA will be holding their AGM on Monday 28th
February at 4.30pm - more details are available on our website here and all parents are welcome.
Good luck to our Year 11 students who start their final pre-GCSE Mock Exams on Monday - they have
been working hard consolidating their learning in readiness for these essential practise exams. As well as
an opportunity to work under full exam conditions, it will give the students real focus for the final
months ahead until the formal exam series starts in May.
Best wishes for a pleasant weekend.
Mrs Davies

Dates for your Diary
Spring Term 2022
28/02/22 11/03/22

Year 11 Mock Exams

28/02/22

PTA AGM - 4.30pm

02/03/22

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

18/03/22 -

20/03/22 Silver D of E Practice
Expedition Weekend

23/03/22

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

25/03/22 -

27/03/22 Silver D of E Final
Expedition

01/04/22

End of Term - 1.00pm

Summer Term 2022
19/04/22

Start of Term

02/05/22

Bank Holiday - School Closed

27/05/22 -

06/06/22

04/07/22

INSET Day (Staff Only)

19/07/22

End of Term - 1.00pm

Half Term

The HVS in-house catering team ahead of lunch service on Tuesday, Year 7 students taking part in Reportage work in drama and
the Year 8 Scholars Programme graduation at The University of Southampton on Thursday.
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SPORTS NEWS
This week Year 7,8 and 9 have taken part in interhouse basketball, netball and football competitions - well done to all students who have taken part and to
our student Sports Captains who have helped with refereeing. The winners so far are;
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Boys Basketball—Mandela

Boys Basketball—Wright Brothers

Girls Basketball—Nightingale

Girls Basketball—Mandela

Boys Football—Nightingale

Girls Netball—Nightingale

Boys Football—Nightingale

Girls Netball—Nightingale

Girls Netball—Nightingale
On Tuesday our Year 7 Netball team played a league game against The Winston Churchill School. The students were really looking forward to this game, and
they are starting to play really well as a team. The first quarter was fantastic, with the score being 1-1 and the play even. However, the next 3 quarters the
students panicked on the ball, and we could not overcome the strong defence. The final score was 14-2 to Winston however this was a great achievement
for the team as this was the lowest score they have had during the Netball season so far. The player of the match was Leah M.

Year 7 Netball team v Winston Churchill School on Tuesday and Interhouse Basketball this week

Follow us on Twitter for all the latest school news and photos @HoeValleySchool

